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“an exclusive publication for Madison County employees only - and for anyone else who cares to read it”

WHAT IS OUR PRIORITY ?

The Madison County Courthouse is one of
the most unique and picturesque buildings I
have ever seen as a county administrative
center. I remember the first time I saw it
nearly 18 years ago. I stopped the car, got out
and immediately snapped off a whole roll of
Kodak 35mm pictures.

Little did I expect that 16 years later I would
be working in the very building I so strongly
admired. There are a lot of things that are
“right” about this building and this location.
One may occasionally take it for granted, but
aesthetically - and in the realm of wild west
ambiance - it is inside and out - one of the
finest county facilities around.

A CONCERN - purely from a
“Communication perspective” there are a
couple of issues that raise a red flag.
Communication survivability is of primary
concern. If this building suffers any type of
substantial fire or earthquake damage -
county communications (phone systems, am-
bulance, fire and police service) are all but
finished. Dispatch won’t be able to commu-
nicate with anyone - everything from the
dispatch radio system to every telephone in
the building is done - kaput - over and out.
Basically, Communications no longer exists.

SABOTAGE (and I am avoiding specifics
intentionally) the sabotage perspective is a
valid concern. Homegrown terrorism, dis-
gruntled citizens and county wide system
vulnerability are also worrisome concepts.

But back to the main premise - the Communi-
cation Center sits in the basement of a 3
story, un-reinforced masonry building. The

very type of building most prone to damage
during a significant seismic event. Since
Madison County is located smack in the mid-
dle of one of the most seismic active areas in
North America. It is a vast understatement to
say this scenario is merely a vague possibil-
ity. (and please don’t remind me of the ‘59
quake - it was 60 miles from here and the
building was 50 years younger)

REALITY CHECK - no, I don’t expect -
nor envision the courthouse being a big pile
of smoking debris any time soon - though this
is certainly a possibility. But a more realistic
scenario unfolds like this..... a moderate
earthquake strikes nearby - and renders the
building “untenable” - evacuated until it can
be evaluated and (possibly) repaired.

The end result is the same as “a smoking pile
of bricks” - the communication center is now
unusable - and we instantly have no radio
communications and no 911 phone service.
Nobody can call our county 911 for help.

NOTIFICATIONS - there would be no way
to notify (page) our fire departments, ambu-
lance services or our deputies of where their
emergency assistance is needed - absolutely
no acceptable way to radio them, no way to
dispatch them and no adequate way to com-
municate with them. Even the cell phones in
your pocket offer no acceptable benefit.

NOW WHAT? Awareness is one of the first
steps on the road to problem mitigation and
prevention. From a communication point of
view, communication survivability and a
redundant, backup dispatch alternative in VC
seems to be one of our very first priorities.
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What DES is up to

Considering that there are approximately 3,528 square miles in Madison County and 519 are unassigned to fire districts,
one of my first projects as Director of Emergency Management was to supply fire suppression to the areas that are
unassigned to any fire district.

As the county continues to grow and new structures are being built throughout these areas, the burden to the tax
payer, as well as to the fire departments, increases. Tackling this very important problem, the Virginia City Fire
Department, Alder Fire Department, Commissioners and the Department of Emergency Management, met to initiate a
plan to properly divide the area surrounding Virginia City. V.C. and Alder fire departments agreed on a plan and have
successfully divided the 97 square miles of unprotected area into two fire districts.

To accomplish this task, the Alder Fire District, having already been established, would annex in the area they have
chosen for their district using the MCA: 7-33-2125. VC on the other hand, will be forming a new district under MCA: 7-
33-2101, 2102 and 2103. These sites can be found on the Montana Web Site under Montana Anotated.

Both Alder and VC Fire Departments have been taking petitions around to the various owners for signature. Once we
have enough signatures the petitions will be taken to the Commission and a hearing set up at a future date.

Once this phase of district forming is established and completed there are other areas such as Sheridan, South
Boulder, etc. will be addressed until a very large portion of the unassigned areas is covered.

The Madison County Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) was activated again after a water main was
damaged by MasTech Construction crew in Sheridan. The CERT provided.aid in distributing information for a boil
order and locations where citizens of Sheridan could pick up potable water. Once again the team was very successful in
their mission. Dept of Environmental Quality (DEQ) required a mandatory boil order for the town. Providing door-to-
door information to each individual in town is a large endeavor and the CERT was up to the task. The CERT has up to
82 members at this time and would welcome more. For more information about CERT, please call Melinda Tichenor @
406 581 5716.

You may have noticed the presence of Frank Ford, or lack thereof, has been caused by his decision to retire. Yes, Frank
will be sorely missed and Frank has left very big shoes to fill. His position as Communications Coordinator has been
filled by none other than Steve DiGiovanna.Steve spent 32 years as a career fire fighter in Los Angeles and San Diego
County.

Steve’s Montana native wife (Becky) requested a move back to Montana after he retired. Steve and his family now
reside in Sheridan. He has worked as a Sheriffs office relief dispatcher for nearly 2 years. Steve is now my backup in the
DES department (DES 2) and I am his backup in the communication department.

Though our primary duties are DES (Chris) and Communications (Steve) , a degree of cross departmental understanding
may serve the county well in the event that either of us are incapacitated, out of the area, or there are multiple or major
incidents occurring in our county.



	WHAT IS OUR PRIORITY ?

	Madison County 

	Communications Department    

	November  2007					By Steve DiGiovanna - Communication Coordinator

	Did you know ???

	Madison County

	Department of Emergency Management

	Monthly Newsletter

	“Providing direction to Madison County Emergency Services“

	November, 2007                                                                                               Christopher W. Mumme, Director                



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



